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October 21, 1980

Mrs., Hope W. Ryan
21 Chiles Ave.
Asheville, N. C. 28805

Dear Mrs. Ryan: g .
Re: James Madison Chiles House

At its meeting on Qct.16,1980 the State Professional Review Committee for
Nomination to the National Register of Historic Places approved for study
several properties of historical or architectural significance.

We are pleased to report that the property mentioned above was among this
group. It should be noted that placement on the study list does not mean
automatic nomination to the National Register. It means only that the
staff is authorized to study the significance, history, and condition of
the property, and, if appropriate, to complete a National Register nomi-
nation, which will in turn be reviewed by the Professional Review Committee.
You will be notified at least one month before the completed nomination is
reviewed--and it will be at least several months, and possibly a year or
more, before the necessary investigation is completed.

National Register listing does not restrict the private owner; it does,
however, mean that any state or federally funded project that might affect
the integrity of the property, must be reviewed according to certain pro-
cedures. In addition, the Tax Reform Act of 1976 offers tax incentives
for preservation of income producing (commercial or rental) National

Register properties. Material explaining the National Register and the
effects of the Tax Reform Act are enclosed.

If you have any questions concerning the National Register program, we
encourage you to let us know at the above address.

In addition, we would very much welcome any information you may have about
the property. If you have not already supplied this, we would like to have
copies of any old photographs, private papers or letters concerning this
property, old maps, genealogical material, historical or traditional infor-
mation, and especially information concerning the chain of ownership. If
you know of anyone we should contact about the history of the property, that
would be helpful as well. The more information we have, the sooner the
nomination can be completed.

Ordinarily, it takes a long time to complete work on properties that have
been approved for study. We set our priorities for nominations according

to specific preservation priorities. If your property falls now or will fall
into either of these categories, please notify us immediately. Then we can
consider this in setting our priorities. Enclosed is a form listing these
priorities. Mark the priority that best describes your property's situation
and then describe in specific terms. Please let us know, too, if the '
ownership of the property changes, if it is moved, or if it is changed in

any significant way.
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Historic Property Survey Summary X: Y:
C " Blkr: Lot: _ 'Removed [/ Outbldg Loss
ounty: N ﬁ, R
Y: Buncombe DOT Project #: INo Acc. [ |Not Fnd [ IFileMsg
SSN: BN01883 Blockfacef: OSA#: [ ] Newly ID'd [ ] Needs Resch.

Property Name: James Madison Chiles House

Street or 911 Address: 21 Chiles Avenue
Location Description:
Town/vicinity: Asheville
District: None ()
District Dates: NRdate: SLdate: DOEdate:
Local District:

[ ] Recommended for SL, | ] StudyList SLDate: [ JNR NRDate: NR #: ]
*‘ DOE-ER  DOEDate: ?
] DOE Keepel‘ Local Status: Ownership: Private
Prmapal Resource Material Integrity: High Condition: Good Location Integrlty Orlgmal
| Architectural Data: Prlmary Date. 1922 Major Style Group: Spanish Mission |
Construction: Masonry Veneer |
| Ext. Material: Stucco Later Covering: }
1 | Height: 2 story Roof: Hip Plan: Irregular Core Form (Domestic): ‘
1st Design Source and attribution: Greene, Ronald (Documented) :
Archltectural Data Second Perlod Date 7 Style Grouﬁ: 7 |
Construction: Ext. Material:

2nd DesignﬂSourcrgggdrattributiqn:

| Major Theme: Architecture 2nd Theme:

| Group Association: Religious Affiliation ‘
Historic Function: Domestic - single dwelling Family Affil ) _ ‘

Written Summary:

Rambling Spanish-style house built by the founder of the Kenilworth Co. for himself. Two-story stucco-on-
hollow-tile with stone and terra cotta trim. Organized around a walled court. Most exterior ornament is
fancifully Baroque. Especially pleasing is a series of slim twisted columns with elaborate capitals which
support secondary arches along the exterior wall of a porte cochere. The interior was well-appointed with
such features as walnut paneling in the library, walnut wainscoting in the living room, and imported tile
baths. Admittedly difficult to maintain, the house is presently in poor repair. (C&C)

(Also see BN 1332) This impressive house had fallen into disrepair by the 1990s, but was extensively
rehabilitated in 2007--stucco and plaster repair, second-story shed-roof canopies over porte cochere and
entry, and interior updates. (CG)

Outbuildings/Features
FeatureType Material CircaDate Condition Contrib
Summer Cottage Masonry 1922 Good

Small open-air structure at the southeast corner of the property with corner buttresses and Baroque Spanish
window opening.

Monday, December 14, 2009



Carriage House

One-story, two-bay, front gable garage covered with stucco and accessed through redesigned openings

containing four single-leaf glazed-and-paneled doors with multi-light transoms.

Actions

Year  Month Surveyor

1979 Doug Swaim
1998 8 Liz Claud
2009 8 Clay Griffith

Action/Report

Asheville Survey Additions
Asheville Survey Update

Buncombe County Historic Properties Inventory
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